One of the most distinctive characteristics of cholera, is the uncertainty and irregularity of its incidence on different units of population. In the most widely-spread epidemic the great majority of the villages escape altogether, and of those that are attacked, one will escape with two or three deaths, while another, at a little distance, and under similar conditions of soil and climate, will be more than decimated ; and, even in those towns and villages that suffer severely, it is found that the epidemic falls with varying severity on different sections of the population. This irregularity of incidence indicates that the prevalence of cholera in a town or village is dependent on the presence of some local favoring condition. Whether cholera is to be regarded as primarily the product of some climatic influence pervading the atmosphere, or of a specific contagium spread by human intercourse, the influence or the contagium, whichever it may be, will not act upon the population unless this local condition or factor is present.
2.
It is in the removal of this local factor that our hope of checking the ravages of epidemics must mainly rest, and the discovery of what this factor is should be the main object of cholera investigation. This discovery cannot be reached without minute investigation into the degree and manner in which the disease falls on the population of different towns and the different sections of the population ; and it is as a contribution to definite enquiry in this direction that I have undertaken the following note.
3.
In 1875 and 1876 I collected numerous statistics in the Central Provinces on the above subject, which will be found tabulated in pages [154] [155] [156] in one town the ratios of the two sexes were equal ; and in the remaining three, in which the mortality from cholera among females exceeded that among males, the excess was very slight, is the ratio for Muhammadan females much in excess of the ratio for Muhammadan males.
26. As regards the fatality of cholera, we find that, taking the mean of the ratios for all the towns, the fatality among the males of the two classes was the same, while, with respect to females, although in both classes the fatality among them was less than among males, the difference was considerably greater with Muhammadans than with Hindus. 
